HENLEY - FULHAM UNITING CHURCH

'Sharing Christ’s love with everyone'’

WELCOME
SUNDAY 27" September Pentecost 18 Max Howland
10.00am Worship Fulham
SUNDAY 4™ October Pentecost 19 Rev. Leanne Davis
10.00am Worship Temple

LECTIONARY READINGS SUNDAY 27™ September Pentecost 18
Exodus 17:1-7 Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 Philippians 2:1-13 Matthew 21:23-32

LECTIONARY READINGS SUNDAY 4™ October Pentecost 19
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9 Psalm 19 Philippians 3:4b-14 Matthew 21:33-46 G
12-20 Isaiah 5:1-7 Psalm 80:7-15

Open to a New Way

Change is not always easy. We often feel most
' o comfortable when life is predictable and familiar. Yet
T the world is always changing, and with change can
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\‘ /IK/ / . m x\\\ \ Temple and is confronting a system that has, in some
‘ § . - ways, come between people and their relationship with

God. The religious leaders question his authority because his message threatens their control.

In today’s readings, Jesus is challenging the established
‘ ways of religion and power. He has come into the

But Jesus reveals a different way — one where God is close to the poor, the broken and the forgotten. He
welcomes those on the margins, speaks up for those whose voices have been silenced, and shows that
faith is not simply about maintaining the status quo. It is about seeking justice, compassion and right
relationships.

Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, reminds us to have the same mindset as Christ — to value others, to
put their needs before our own, and to live with humility and love. Following Jesus may call us to let go
of what is comfortable and open ourselves to the new thing God is doing.

This week, may we have the courage to recognise God at work among us, and to follow where the Holy
Spirit is leading — allowing God’s light to shine through our lives.

Loving God, give us open hearts to follow Jesus and the courage to live our new way in the word. Amen

If you want to talk about anything related to our recent meeting, the decision, or what comes next, please
get in touch with me so we can talk.

Rev. Leanne



At our congregational meeting on Sunday
13t September, it was decided by a clear
majority that the most appropriate site to fulfill
our Mission Plan going forward was the
Temple site at Henley.

| want to thank all of you who attended that
meeting for the calm and thoughtful way that
you conducted yourselves throughout. I'd
also like to thank Rev Leanne Davis for the
very excellent job she did in chairing that
meeting. Special thanks also go to Reva and
to Chris for all their work in sorting out lunch
for us.

| also need to let you know that the final
service that will be conducted at our Fulham
site will be Sunday 22" November and the
first service at our permanent site at Temple
will be Sunday 29" November. Please note
that all services will continue to alternate
between the sites until 29" November.

Finally, my hope and prayer is that the bonds
of friendship within our congregation remain
strong as we move into this new phase of our
congregational life.

Jeff Dart

Notes from special Church Council meeting
21/09/2026

Church Council met specifically to discuss
arrangements for the transition to one site.

o Jeff reported on recent conversations
with Matt Wilson from Synod Property
Services. Matt outlined the required
process now that the decision to remain
at Temple has been made. We first
need to apply to sell Fulham.

o Once we have lodged the
“Application to sell property”
form, all three SA presbyteries
will have the opportunity to invite
applications from interested
parties to use the Fulham
property. This offer will be
available for three months from
the lodgement of the form, which
will happen in early October.

o If nointerest, the property will be
put up for sale, arranged by the
Resources Board. Once this

happens, HF is no longer
responsible for the property.

o Mattis of the opinion that the
most likely outcome is for the
property to be sold.

e The Fulham site will be available for use
by all groups currently doing so until the
end of December. All groups will be
invited to relocate their activities to
Temple whenever they choose, with the
need to start 2027 at Temple. Only
worship services will cease at Fulham on
November 22",

e The cleaning contractor will continue at
Fulham until mid-December, after which
it is unlikely that the building will be in
use.

e Lawn mowing will continue until the end
of December.

e The wicking beds and library box will be
relocated to Temple sometime after the
Plant and Craft stall on November 28",

o |f the building is to be sold, the stained
glass windows will be relocated to
Temple.

e The basketball court is to remain
unlocked.

¢ A note explaining the cessation of
worship services from November 22"
and the continued use of the building
until the end of December will be placed
in the letterboxes of nearby neighbours.

e |t was agreed to proceed with repairs to
the hall floor at Temple during the
Christmas school holidays when dance
groups are in recess.

e One hundred second-hand chairs (in
good condition but excess to
requirements) will be purchased from the
Corner UC for $30 each to replace the
chairs in the church.

e The “Sunday School” room will be
refurbished for use as the church office.

¢ Rationalisation of the contents between
the two properties will be done.

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS

Lord give us courage in all that we do
Allow us to be welcoming

We pray for peace in all situations
Pray for our unity in going forward
Prayers for family and friends with
health issues

Prayers for families who are grieving
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“FULHAM PROPERTY COMMITTEE
MEETING POSTPONED.”

Singles lunch group meets every 1st
Monday of the month, regardless of any
public holiday, at the Lockleys Hotel at
12noon. Come along if you enjoy laughter,
chatting and of course eating. Open to all
singles, no booking just turn up. Any
questions contact Melva 0411822358. See
you there.

SHARING THE LOVE MAGAZINE

A big thank you to all who have contributed
to the September issue of Sharing The Love
magazine.

Elaine Jenkins, Editor.

Late Spring Event Saturday 28 November
10-12 at Fulham.
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Please join us for morning tea, plants and
craft for sale and an historical display of
photographs.

HELPERS Needed.

# distributing leaflets to the neighbourhood -
we can help you with your step count (=

# = Supplying pot plants. Please bring to
Fulham from 3.30 on Friday 27 November.

# on the day for a short period of time.

Please let Joy Stocker know if you can
assist with any of the above. Phone:
0438872686.

CONFIDENCE AND CHANGE

Eternal God,

In whose presence we bow our hearts,
We thank you for the confidence of
Women and men in every generation
Encouraging us to believe that your spirit
Is with us in every situation.

So many things in our daily lives

Are changing and uncertain,

More now than ever before.

We constantly have to make adjustments
And allowances and learn new ways.
While this can be exciting and challenging,
Sometimes it becomes disturbing

And de-stabilising for us.

We are more grateful than we can tell
That your providence endures, regardless of
The relentless nature of change.

Forgive us when we losesight

Of your unchanging goodness and become
anxious

About what lies ahead.

Lord of all life,

Whose loving kindness exceeds the limits
Of our most fertile imaginations,

Open our minds to your presence, and
Make us more responsive to your call,

That we grow in the grace you offer us all

In Christ Jesus our Lord.

From Prayers on Parade Compiled by Allan
Shephard.

Minister: Rev. Leanne Davis
Church Website:
henleyfulham.ucasa.org.au

News Sheet items: Articles can be
phoned or emailed to Elaine Jenkins at
candlette2@gmail.com by 10.00am
Thursdays.

Fulham Worship Centre bookings —
Graeme Bond 0438 018 891
Temple Worship Centre bookings —
Bob Fuss 0401 714 031
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